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Transforming an Educational Technology On-Line Course for 21st Century Learners
The redesign of an instructional technology course for pre-service and graduate
education students to include new Web 2.0 Technology that meets
the needs of our students today.

Introduction:
Most pre-service teachers and school media specialists only receive one course in the use of
instructional technology. The changing nature of available technologies in school today, and “savvy
technology student users” showed a need to change from teaching general Microsoft Office applications
to Web 2.0 content that integrate newer technological tools that meet the needs of our 21st Century
learners.

Objective:
This poster session will provide course design information for an updated educational technology
course that includes wikis, blogs, digital storytelling, and other Web 2.0 topics. This course was
well-received by our students and provided unique opportunities for project collaboration.
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“It's interesting to note the
variety of applications for the
technology we've been
studying... while the primary
intention is to foster learning
in the classroom and develop
students' skills, they also
encourage educators to come
up with innovative ways to
teach. The use of graphic
organizers to break down and
organize math concepts is an
excellent example of creative
technology integration.”
Robert Butchka, Graduate
Student, October 27, 2008

Lessons learned from this experience:
• Pre-service teachers are eager to learn new technology skills, especially when taught in depth.
• Teacher identified connections were made between course content and personal teaching practice.
• The use of collaborative inquiry groups was a positive practice for our students.
• Changing from a “skills level” course to a Web 2.0 technology course was well worth the course design
time.
• Due to the changing nature of technology and the need to constantly update online course content,
preparation, assessments, and grading take a significant amount of time each semester.
38th Annual IASL Conference – “Preparing the Pupils for the Future” – Abano Terme (Padua) Italy, 2-4 September, 2009

